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the other, Elizabeth, survived. She was illegiti-
mate in the eyes of Christendom generally accord-
ing to all the ideas of the time because she was
born while the legitimate wife of Henry was still
alive, the marriage not having been declared null
by competent authority but only at the orders of
Henry himself.
Therefore, when Mary Tudor was dead one
had to look to the descendants of Henry VII's
two daughters to find the senior representative
of the Blood Royal. It is true that Henry VIII
had made a Will in which he named his suc-
cessors, after his own children (wherein he
included Elizabeth). These successors whom
he named were the descendants of Mary, Duchess
of Suffolk, his younger sister, and he said nothing
about the descendants of Margaret, his elder
one. It is also true that this Will was given the
force of a Statute by the King in Parliament.
But it is false to regard the Crown of England
as dependent upon a Parliamentary title. That
theory was invented long after; nor could a
King legally name his successor at his own
caprice though it is true that the desires of a
monarch in this matter did weigh heavily at the
time.
What counted most with all men was the
sanctity of the Blood Royal and the rights of
seniority. Since Margaret, Queen of Scotland